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Obituarg

Wainam Anc!argacl—]ew Massai was born on 29 August 1944 in Aclclis Ababa, E_thiopia. Shc is the
youngest daug}‘nter of Ras Andargacl'xew Massai and \Woizero Sirgut Age!e.

In the early fifties, Wainam attended kindergarten school in (Gondar where her father was (Governor-
General. A few years later she went to Asmara with her father and her second mother [rincess T enagne
Worq [Haile Selassie, when Ras Andargachew was aPPointed the first \/ice-Roy for [ ritrea under the
["ederation. Wainam and her cousin Rebecca | akew initially attended the Santa Anna |talian School, and
later on transferred to the newly established [Haile Selassie | School in Asmara.

From 1956 to 1961 she attended [Jeathfield SCHOOI in Ascot, Um'tccl Kingclom. One of her closest
friends at Heat}*ncielc{ remembers her as being gentle) kinc{) charming and with a goocl sense of humour. I ven

in those car!g years of c{evclopmen’tJ her school friends recognised her inner strength that was to hclp her
face the turmoil and tragcc{ies in later life. Anotherfriend has very fond memories of their ear!g years togctlﬂer
at the school, highlighting how Wainam a!wags had a kind word for everyone earning her the affection of the

Wl’lO]C SCl"IOO].

UPon returning to Ethiopia after comPleting high school, she studied at Addis Ababa Um'versit3 for two
years. Wainam then continued her studies at Universitg of Massachusetts Amherst, ( Jnited States.

A)Cter gracluating from Amherst, she returned to E’cl’\iopia and initia”y worked at the Ethiopian T ourism
Organization. | ater on, she was emPlogecl at the Ethiopian Alirlines Headquarters. Ohne of her main
rcsponsﬂ)i]itics there was to liaise with the Stag Urxion and its members. ln that rolc, she demonstrated her
caring and comPassionate nature, dedicating herself to ensuring fair treatment for the staff. During her

employment at the Airlincs, Wainam earned the lasting affection and respect of her colleagues.
Py = P 5



Wlnen the mili’carﬂ clictatorship took power in 1974, she managed to leave E_tlniopia and settled in London
where she was to spencl the rest of herlife. [From i 978 to 1989, she worked at the | exaco officesin | ondon
starting off as Opcrations Assistant before eventu3“9 becoming OPerations SuPervisor‘ Subsequentlg,

she was cmployec{ at the Shera’con [Hotel as (Huest Re]ations O#icer for a few years, bexcorejoining the
National Heal’clﬁ Trust where she served as Commum’tg Hca]tlﬁ Worker.

Tlﬁroughout those years that she worked in various oxCFiccs, her main Priority was to look after her e]derlﬂ
father who was also in London at that time. [ or many years, she was alwags ]33 his side until he Passcd away

in August 1981. After her mother retired, \Wainam also took cl‘xargc of looking after her. Poth her parents

were thus blessed with the untiring helP their beloved daughtcr dedicated to them in their advancing age.

Wainam Plagec{ a crucial role in guiding and mentoring her numerous nieces and nephcws who had been
seParatcc{ from their parents in E_thiopia at a tender age, Fo”owing the mi!itary takeover. Oniﬂe, as thcg
agectionatelg called her) would constantb cmphasize to them the critical imPortance of studying hard in order

to Help them cope well in a very uncertain future.

With the unfolding of the tragedy and calamity in [~ thiopia under the brutal military dictatorship, \Wainam
became one of the key members of the nascent [~ thiopian diaspora in |_ondon to fight for the rights of the
downtrodden and oppressed back home. She became an advocate for civil liberties with a special focus on
fighting for [~ thiopians unjustly facing torture and lengthy prison sentences. She developed avery good and
long-lasting collaboration with Amnesty |nternational’s office in | _ondon in the context of efforts being made

to Promotc better human rig}'\ts in her country of origin.

On a more Personal side, Wainam was natura“g very concerned about the fate of her own relatives in Ac;dis
Ababa, inc]uding Princess Tenagne Worq, her daughters and other relatives who were languishing in the

main prison. She made it her mission both to create public awareness about their dire situation, and also to
prison. S P :

6




help coordinate humanitarian support for them. She Providcd a keg link between various advocacg and
support groups set up in the ( Jnited Kingdom and in the Netherlands, and relatives in Addis Ababa who

were resPonsible for helping those in Prison.

While the derg was still in power, Wainam brought out that inner strcng’clﬂ in her and took a big risk to travel
to Addis Ababa hoping togeta chance to visit her relatives in Prison. At a time when her female relatives in

Kerchelc were not allowed to see anyone over many years, Wainam Pleaded with the guards to let her see

them. Bg some miracle she was granted Permission to do so, albeit very briemclg.

]n 1999, shejoinecl the Roga] Hospital Clﬂelsea where she was to work until her eventual retirement. As
Senior [ealth Care Assistant, she became a highly valued member of the team resPonsib]c forthe we”being
of the pensioners. The e]derlg persons under her charge adored her for her compassion and kindness.
Jn the unassuming way that her school friends still remember about l’xer, Wainam carried out her
rcsponsibi]ities as a sacred clutg and as her humble contribution to the betterment of the human condition.
Once retired from her worl<, she did not leave the side of her beloved older sister, Korem’cit Anclargachew

Massai, and took care of her for many years, together with her nephew Rancael Haile.

T hroughout herlife in | ondon, Wainam always accorded top priority to looking after others, be they family
members or friends. Over the years, she had in many ways become an anchor and a refuge for many
[ thiopians. [Her open and welcoming nature, as well as her legendary kindness, generosity and compassion
endeared her to everyone. Always ready to helP others, she became famous for her frequent trips to
Heathrow Airport either picking up or seeing off family and friends, and doing so very cheerfully no matter

how tiring it may have been for her.



Alfter a period of battling cancer, which she endured with faith and courage, Wainam passed away peacefully
in [_ondon on 5 [Tebruary 2021. [Her nephew Rafacl was by her side and took great care of her with the
support of relatives and friends. She is survived by her elder sister Molly Andargachew Massai, her younger
brother Yohannes Mengesha, her nephews Sebastian Samson and Rafael [Haile, as well as all the family

mcmbers and Friends WI’]O mourn l"ICI‘ 1055.

Wainam’s family members wish to convey their deep appreciation to all those who over the past few years
stood by her side and supported her in many different ways. T hey also wish to convey their sincere
appreciation to the Doctors, Nurses and (Carers who took very good care of her. | ike all who had the
blessing and privilege to get to know Wainam, they too were totally captivated by her kindness and

graciousness, as well as her infectious ]augh andjovialitg.

Wainam’s life was built on the love and goodness that were her hallmarks. This in turn had its foundation in
the strong faith in her | ord in whom she Placed her trust unswervingly. We thank (God for blessing us with
having had Wainam in our lives to insPirC us, and for the great lcgacg of her love that will continue to dwell in

our hearts. May the | ord rest her kind and gentle soul in Pcacel Amen.

ch, we are Fu”g comcidcnt, and we would rathcr be away from these cartHy bodics,
for then we will be at home with the [ ord. 2 CORINTHIANS 5:8
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Until We Meet Again

Onigc, you were called away

And have gone with the | ord to stay
| wish | could see you one more daﬁ
Mg dags are gray,

] question wi—ly, wi—ly, whg

A lac}g loved }33 many

Alwags so sunny

Who gave so Plenty
Cou]d be gone so suclclenlg

How can this be?

] wish ] couldve been a ﬂy on the wall or a bird in the sky
Jus’c to be with you, ] wish ] could have said goodbge

] wish ] could have taken your Pain away

| would do anything Foryou to stay

| know | will see you somec{ay

Butitis hard to believe your gone away

How can this be?

RS
A

[f love alone could have saved you,
You would have carried ’chrough
You were gone before | knew it

If on]g you could wait a bit

We would've been 59 your side,
QOur beautiful divine bright light
But didn’t geta chance to say
goodbge

How can this be?

Those sPccial moments ofzgou
Wl” alwags bring a smile

[f on]g | could have you back
Forjust a little while

H: on]g heaven had an Airmile
Your passing makes me weep

But rejoice yourest in (God's keep
You will forever stay in my heart
Until we meet again!

l | ove You, Omye
SECrry (Salome Mulugeta)

]n my Father's house there are many mansions; if this were not so, l would have told you. ]go to prepare

a Placc for you. JOHN 14:2
NAOE (L - aPF4L AAE U ALIPT7T §C Kif16-T0- 10CE PIPRLD-I° AG e AHIEATU- 102 Sh'2( T0 €

—

9



A7819 hahen

A% 13 Al méa 78 APTE ANLC A28 A°¢-
AAMNG A0 AALTH AMTOO L 70 AD<¢-
P+ APNT 1007 A8 AL ANDE 70 $2 22 ANO
W07 meh A9 1% avpavp hWAFANI® PL, 00
W18 WPET el PP
APE 29 Céhech b8 (é: W18 RYEY
@ALN7 N9 PAL

hL00T N gav ki
W28t RWPEY 17 (P4 LPOAN

LUS UL avpE AR

W18t RTET

nahey avqep




Whoever lives in Me and believes in Me will never die. J O H N 11:26
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Jn Memoriam

Death the scparator a begirming to the end
[Hard to imagine hard to comprehend

You were taken from us and we weren’t Prcpared

You always smiled and spokc so soft
Kespccted bg many and loved bg most

Oniyc, you left so soon without saginggood bgc
Not sharing with us your reasons whﬂ

We were hoping goujust fell aslccp
Not imowing Gocl wanted for your soul to kcep

We thought we loved you but Gocl loved you the most

Hc’s smiling at us while we cry for the one we lost

WC Prag ICOF an answer FOF a SWHCt FCSPOHSC
FOFQOUF CgCS to OPCﬂ ancl 9OU take a glance

To hug you one more time to have the chance

Whg didnt you say you were bidcling farewell?
You knew the end but you chose not to tell
9

Your silent depar’cure fell upon us like a bombshell

The sun has set on us and we’re in the dark
We have no answers but a lot to ask

Oh, how we wish we could turn time back

We're all wiping the tears we can’t hide
(nable to bring you back no matter how long we cried

Evcn when we’re calm we’re all mistg~egcd

Were you worried about being a burden?
When you chose to leave and drew the curtain
Leaving us behind and soaring to the heaven

Onige was our eartHy ange] who answered the ca”ing
Angels of heaven she’s come to collet her wing

We're crying on earth while you c]aP and sing

Ma9 you find eternal peace in your Fathers Castle
Mag you find eternal rest from all the battle

Mag your memories make our hearts settle

~ T anta [Hailu
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